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Discovery of an Ancient Indian Grave
Yard at East Hampton, L, I,

‘A Case for the Commissioners of Charitles tn Investi-
gate~Voeal v8. Instrumental Masic—¢‘Murh Ado
Abont Nothing"—A Disappoluted- Corres.
pondent Expresses his Indignation—
Consolldation of the Pollce
and Fire Departments,

Di,covery of an Auncient Indian Grave
Yord at Bast Hampton, L. L.
o the Editor of the Brooklyn Eagle:

It mny interest zome of your readers, par-
ticularly any members of the * Long Island Historlcal
Soclely," to hear of certain ourlous discoverles recently
mude at Kust Hi , L. I, Workm in
digging a ecllar and laying the foundution of n new
coubiry seat for Mr. Batterthwalt, of New York City,
have opened several Indion graves at the south exd of
the villnge street. The relics found arein an excellont
etate of preseryation, Beside one gkeleton having a
large I, and probably in the same grave, were found
& heavy stone club—the emblem of authonty ; five silver
spoone, of threo different patterns and with the maker’a
name olearly legible upon them, and ssveral glass
(globe shaped) botiles (pints and Tun-ta), and uninjur-
ed. The spoons are nine inches long, with s shailow
bowl, and flat ia ! shape. Experta pr
them silver, and after removing a coat of gracn mould,
they brighlen up like now made articles, On on~ of
the bottics was cut, elther with » diamond or small 11,
the name *‘Josinh Hobart,” InBook A, pags 73, East
Hampton Town Records, I ind under date of Dacom-
ber 18, 1676, prumisce “in tho hart of the Towne,” con-
B'sting of ‘‘fourteen acres,” conveyed by the town to
¢ Osptaine Josiah Hobbert,” whom they huve * latilin
secepited as an inhaebi, them.,” ¥ 3
therefore,that thie Indiau burying ground must be near-
Iy (if not over) two hundred yearsold, ‘Criditionanya tho
Montank Indians, for fear of their enemes, the Block
Islanq Indian tribe,came abouk the year 1660 from their
lunds on the Peninsula of Montauk, and put themselves
undecr the proteotion of the whites at Jast Humpton,
They were assigned certain Ianda at the southend of
the viliage, then known as the “psrsonage lands,’”
It 15 thought they began to use this ot (recently pur-
chased by Mv. Butterthwalit) for a burying ground abont
1665. A number of thege glass bottles I have doserlbed
buve been exhumed, also wampum, boads (still strung
ona kind of waxed thread), tomshawks,. an_adz (for
mi g cances), and othor small rclics, The gravea
arc not over four feet in depth, and the sofl, I think, o
kixd of gravelly loam, My {uformaut thinks the bottios
prove conclusiyely the red man's inveterats passion for
the white man’s “'Are water.,” It ia well known that
¢ New England rum” has been the baee of tho Montauk
Indisns, and has destroyed them in former years by
thousands.

In this connection I would refer your roaders again
to the town records, lu 1651 the whites of East
Hamp ifeated s for the wol-

.fare of their faithful Indian friends. Tho{natderud
“‘that no man carry any strong drink to the Indians to
gcll, nor send them any, nor employ any to sell for
them, nor scll them any in the town for the present
drinkang, sbove two drams at. & time; and to scll to no
Indian at all, bnt such as are sent by the Sachom and
shall Lzing a writtken ticket from bim, whioh shall be
given Lfm by the town, and ke ahall not have above a
quart ot o time,” The :grave in which the stone club
was found is pupposed by antiquarics to be thatof
Wyandapk, the white man's friend, Ho dicd about |
1669, s y 3 ADORIGINAL,
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