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Montauk Indians Dispute the Corbin- |
Pratt Title

TO THE EAST END TRIBAL LANDS

Wyandank Pharaoh, King of tihe Mon-
tauks, Leaves for Washington to Con-
sult Counsel—An Indian Berrying Party
Enters the Lands and Is Ordered Off.
A Test Case That May Hove to Go to
the Supreme Court.

(Special to the Ezgle.)

Easthaepton. L. 1. October $--The Teaders
of the rempant of the Montauk Indians pro-
pose to dispute the Benson and Curbin titles
to their old Montank lands. While Mr. Hien-
son bas undoubtedly bought up most of the
individual claims, it is held that no man has o
right to sell tribe lands. A meeting of the In-
dfans was held at Sag Harbar about n month
ago for the purpose of considering the ques.
tion of taking steps to assert thelr claims to
the Montauk lands.  About clghty Indlans
were 4t the meeting and a lawyer namwd
Smith was there to edvise them in the matter.

A second meeting was held within the weck
at which a Dumber of the represeniatives of
the tribe residing at Easthnmpion were pre:
ent. Some came frum other places. Among
them was Benfamin Coles, who came over
from Connecticut.  The Easthampton mem-
bers of the tribe who are most active In the
matter are Wyandank Pharaoh and Charles
and George Fowler. On Saturday last some
of the fribe vent to Montauk 1 pick wild
grapes and_ cranberries.  They gathered a
els of grapes and some eran-
(0 were ordered off by the agents of
the Corbin-Pratu syndicate. Cherles Fowler,
one of the Indians, however, asserted his right
to go upon the property anddeclared that he
would do so at time when it snited hls
pleasure. Wyandant Pharaoh. known as the
king of the Montauks, left Ensthampton yes-
terday and it is understond that he has gone
to Washington, D. C., to confer with a lawyer
ibere who Is to undertake the prosecution of
the clabm of the Montauk Indians to the lands
near Great Neck and the Indian fields,

Slace he came Into pos: t the prop-
erty at Fort Pond bay Mr.Corbin bas taken the
necessary sieps Lo prevent tresspass upon h
lands. James Grimshaw, a constable of BEast-
hampton. has been engaged to patrol the
beach and warn off all gunners and fisher-
men. Many sportsmen from Connecticut and
other sections have been accustomed to make
a yearly excursion to the lakes and harhors
and hills on the penfnsula in quest of game
and ﬂsh am} wild frujts. Al who have so far
rece © WATLINg to cease traspass have
quieJ lott the premises

Should the representatives of the Montauk
tribe continue to tresspass after being warn-
ed off, they wlll prabably he arrested by the
who is patrolling the property and
be tuken before a magistraze at Eas
Then if the question of ritle is raised, it wili
bring ¥p a point of law which must be passed
upon by the supreme court of the state and
proceedings will be adjourned to that tri-
bu:

Tl)e two deeds for the 5.

Fort Pond and Great pond and Oysier pond
on Montauk, glven tn Austin Corbin and
Charles M. Pratt by the Bensons, contain no
reference whatever to any Indlan clalms,
When Arthur W. Benson of Brooklyn, the
father of Frank Sherman Bensun, hought all
of the peninsula east of Napeague from the
trustees of Montauk In 1579, & number of
members of the Indlans were lving- near the
Tndlan flelds and Oyster pund and the Reed
ponds. All the clalms of these individuals
were bought from them by the Bensons.
Some were given a sum of money, $100 or
thereabouts, and some were given deeds to
land and houses near Easthampton. An an-
nual payment of $100 or §170 was made by
the trustees of Montauk to the Indlans as a
tribe for the use by the former of the Indlan
flelds. It is said that this annual payment
18 still made by the Bensons. When the In-
dfans removed from Montauk ail thelr for-
mer bablmuom were removed or torn down
or burn
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