LONG ISLAND TOWNS.

MONTAUK AND SURROUNDINGS.
THE TRIP FIIOM GARDINEKR'S ISLLAND—AN
ANCIENT CONTRACT WITH THE INDIANS
—A TALK WITH THE KING OF THE
# MEANTAUKS ”—FRIENDS OF THE IN-

PIANS—THE DECLINE OF THE .TRIBE.

East Haverox, Long Island.
Wedneaday, Aug. 4, 1875.

After you have made a* careful stuay of
Gardiper’s Islund and its surroundings, it be-
hooves vou to run down to Montauk Point,
where, aithough you.find no old honses and
none of the other ancient Limdmarks of man’s
making wbich go o far to gladden the heart of
the antiquary, are at least poinis enough, in-
cluding the Point itself, to intecrest the most
stolid tounst.

You pass through Amagansett, as yon did on
vour tramp to the Fire Place; but instead of
tarning thence to tha north you comtinue
eastward. Six or seven miles from Awma-
gansett youn strike Napeagne Beach, a leng
stretch of fine white sand that marks the be-
ginning of Montauk L:nd. I need not tell
you that the pull thronsgh this dry, bar-
ren, desolate region i3 enouzh to ftry
the patience of the moat indefatizable
pedestrian ; and when I addd that in order to
get over it in safety it is necessary for vou to
wear a net over your head to nrotect youn from
the myriads of mosquitoea that attack vou at
every step you will understand that this part
of the trip can in no s“nse rightly be called a
pleasure trip. But when the sand reach is
passed, and you leave Napeague DBay on your
left, and strike the solid ground of Montauk, and
tiave a chance to enjoy in cowufort the pure air of
the ocean, as it comnes to you with its boisterons
greeting, you forget the wearisome walk and
tbe worrisome mosquitoes, and tramp along

with thelight-heartedness of a troubadour bound
for the tower wherein his fair lady awaits his
coming.

The road over Montauk is not what you may
call interesting. It is, in fact, rather monoto-
nous. On one side is the ~water of
the oceizn, on the other that of Gar-
diner’s Bay; but when Gardiner’s Island
lies like a speck to the north of you., and you
bave naught else in sizht on ecither hand, 1
don’t know that there’s much difference be-
tween the bay and the ocean, except that the
latter comes to vou with a roar, while the for-
mer approaches with the sweet, soft whisper of
a doubting sweetheart. Ten miles out you come
to Stratton’s, one of the three hounses, properly
80 called. on Montauk. Here vou take dinner—
a good one, too—and after an hour’s rest start
for the jumping-oft place.

The next point of interest you meet is Great
Pond Bay, which cuts so far into the neck thay 1t
leaves but a narrow strip of land for you to
walk over. This bay opens to the north, and
peeds only a Dbreakwater to make it
at once the satest, the most commodious
harbor in the country. Here, perhaps in time
will be the great watering-place of the North-
ern States ; and here, if 1 do not greatly over-
estimate the advantages of the situaiion, be-
iore many years vessels from foreign iands will
discharge their cargoes, to be forwarded New-
Yorkward by a railroad to be built as a contin-
ation of that to Sar Harbor. 'Two or threc
miles beyond the bay is Montauk Point Licht-
bouse, one of the finest on the Atlantic coast.

The light is vasible in ordinary weather ii{teen
miles, but 1t has becn plainly seen at the dis-
tance of tforty. There s also a first-class foy
sigual—two 24-inch ezgines and a Daboil trum-

et—which was put i operation in the Spring
of 1873, and bas been in successful operation
since. You may have hcard horrid sounds in
your carcer, but you surely havo never listened
to anyvtbiug which could equal in the intensity
of wildness and weiriness the tones of this {og
signal sending forih its blasis ef sound into the
thick wmists of the quiet night.

At thie extreme end of Mountauk dwell in lit-
tle huts five or gix {amilies, the remnant of the
once powerful tribe of the * Meantauks.” The
are ignorant and poor, and bear about as muc
resemblance to their noble ancestors as the
iazzaroni of Nanles do to the old Romans who
once governed the world. They have a King
and a Queen, bur the King is ¢ Kuwyg
rather in nawe than in faet,” and the Queen.
is only lhis wasuverwoman and maid of all work.
The lust Queen. as I told you in a lute letter,
was & neuial servant in the Dayton family at
Eust Hampton. ‘This fact is at once laughbable
and sad—more sad, 1 think, than launshuble.
Four my part I eannot think of 1t without recall-
iog the noble acts of her ancestor, Wiandanch,
Sachein of all the Long Island tribes, who
many and many a time inierpused his author-
ity to prevent outrages against the whites, and
alded, even though unconsciously, in building
up a Governwent chat wus desiined to have its
intuence upon the reformation of the world.

In 1661 there was a coverant made between
the Ipdians avd the whites of Iast Hampton,
which requures attention. Here 18 the contract
from the original mauuscenipt:

Bee it knowne unto all wen by these presents,
that I, the Sunk Squa of Meauntauk, wife of Wian-
danch, of late veeres Deceased, and also I Wionkom-
boue, Sunne of the toresard Deceased partie, Sachem
of Long-Island, together with Pokkatonn, Chief
Counseilor, and the rest of or trusty Coun-
geliors and associates, seud greeting. Kuow
ye, that Whereas there was a tu!'l and firme Juvden-
ture made hetween Ar. Thomas Baker, Mr. Rooerc
Boud, Mr. Thomwas James, Mr. Lion Gardiner, Mr.
John Maulford, Johu Hand, Benjamin - Price, To.

ether with their assoeciates, the Inbabitants ot

fasthampton upon Long island, yesne partie, and I
Sunk Squa, and also me Wivnkombone, with the
1o]ll Consent of my Counsellors and Servanis, as
also of my two Guardians, left by mv deceased

Father, viz.: Mr. Lion Gardiner of Eastbawpton,
auod Mr. David Gardiner, of ye Isiv of wighr,

ve other partie, in ve yeere of or Lurd
One Thousand Si1x Huoudred Sixtie, upon ye
gixt day of Aungust, whereby we dia fulty

and firmly sell unto the Said parues, our
neck of land called Montaukut, from soa [0 Bea,
trom ye nimost end of that neck Ea:tward Calieu
wompenanit, to our utmouat bounds westward,
Called Napcake, with all priviledges and avpurte
nances belvnging to the same, upon Condition there
and then specified in that toresard Indenture, and a
Counterbound, bearing ve samoe Duate, signed ana
csealed to us by yo foresaid pariies, Iubabitaunts of
East-Hampuwn, by virtue of which Counteroond wee
bad free libertie grauted if wee see cause to Sit
Down again npon ye said Land, this being the full
purpose of us the Sunk Squa, of Wiounkomb.ne,
Sacbem, together with oar associa:es, in Couvenieng
time to st duwn to live at ye Said Montaukut;
Eknow yee allsoe, that whereas ot 1ato vears, there
havving beeune Sore Distress and Calawities befalen
ns vy reason of ye Cruel opposition ana Vislence of
or. most Deadly Enewie Ninnicratt, Sachem of
Narhiggauset, whose Crueity hath proceeued so tarr
as to take away ye lhives of muny of or. Deare
friends and 1¢lations, 8oe that we were forced to tlie
from ye said Moutakut for shelter to ouar beloved
frienas snd neigbors of Easthampton, whomn wee
fouund to be iriendly iv our distress, aud whom wee
must ever owue aud acknowledge as iustruwentds
under God, for ye prescrvativn of or, lives und ye
hives of or. Wives and Children to this Day, avd of
that Land of Montakut trom ye hinis ot or.
Enemies, and siuco or. Comming amongst them
yo relieving of us in or. Extremntuies irom ume to
fame; and now at last weo tind yo said Inhabiiants
ot E .sthuwnton, our Deliverers. Cordial aud faichiuil
fn their formmer Covvenants, leaving us tresiy to o,
owne libertie to go or stay, beiug reaqy to performe
all conditicus ot yve foresaid agreem’t. Arter serivus
debaie and deliberation, iv Considerailvny or that
Iorve which we have avu due bear, untv these our
trastic aud beloved triends ot Eussthsmpiou, upou
our owue free and Vuluntarie motion, puve given
and grauted, and by these presents do gave aud
grant aud Contivine unte these our fricuds, yo In.
halntants ot Eastuampton, Excepling sucih a8 have
Exempled themosives from ye foriser agreement;
gnd sball from this our graot, a1l thbat
Aeice or neck vt Land belenging to Montakui Laud,
dvestward to a treshh pona ia a beaci un this side,
Westwaurd to thiat p.ace where the otd Incisn tlory
stovde ou ye vtler side, Eustward to ye new turt that
is yet standing ; the nawmoe of ye pond buing Qua-
nuntowunk on ye North ano Xoukbongauik vn ye
souih, to gether with all priviledges and appurie-
nances belonging to the foresaid land from south to
north, To have aud to bhold ye suwe at iree Cow-
monage, W be ovidered any dispusea of fur 1he
beuetit ot ve aforesiid Inhavitanis of East-
Haumpton, themselves, caelr fetrs, admmimsirators,
Executurs sud assir.aes forover; to possess Lho
pame f1eelv aud quietcly, wirhout any matter of
Caailenge, clayme or acmwand of us, ye said Sauk
Squa, and Wivukomboue Sachem, OF vur assocluies,
or u! any otuer persuvn or pelrsons wialsoever, for
Qs, Or in our name, or for our cause, Weyus Or Pro-
curemsent. And wirhoul sny mony or otuer things
tacielor o be yirlidud, puaid or dono only for ye suid
Laud, 10 us or vur hewres forever, anu sisa.l J ustitie
the possession ol this Ioresaid Lauund, by these sawd
Inhubitants of Eascthamupton, against any sball
Quesun their pr.peitie in Lﬁe same. Kuow vee
aiiso, vt thus is voi vniy the Deede o1 1mee, yo Sung
Squu, xud Wi nkombune Sicuen. byl ailso tbe act
anu Deoue of all vur associates ansd suivjecis. who
bave hadd furmerly any properiav in yo furesaid
Land.
In April, 1669, an extraordinary panic
occuwited. ‘The Iudians ol Meoutawket, or
JMontauk, who bad been subject to Niuigrer, or
‘Ninwicrait, Sachern of the Narragaosetis, were
‘in arrear with thewr tribute. They collected a
quantity of wampum, and sent this with an old
gun-barrel to the clief, who 1cce:ved ihe
‘messengers  gaaciously, and gave par-
aon to the deiaulters. This fact
‘at once became known among the white set-
‘flers, who put it down as positive evidence of

an Indian plot. The people of East Hampton
were especially excited, and the Constable, act-
g under the orders of the ‘filreemen,” re-
quired the Montauks to give up their arms,
which they reluctantly did.  Minister
James, of whom I have aiready spoken,
wrote to Major John Mason, of Connecticut,
one of the beroces of the Pequot war, and to
Gov. Lovelace, charging Nimeraft with having
organized an extensive conspiracy to exter-
minate the English. Lovelace at once commu-
nicated with the Rhode Island authorities. who
direeted that Ninieraft should be brought before
themat Newport forexamination. Butthesachem
explained everything satisfactorily, and the
court ‘‘saw no just grounds of jealousv as to
his intentious.” Soon afterward the Montauk
chiefs acknowledged the Goveruor of New-
York as their ¢ chiefest sachem,” and all panics
or fears were set at rest.

The %rouna thiat forms Montauk Land was
evidently thrown up during some violent con-
vulsion of nature, as the irregular and chaotic
condition of the surface sufliciently indicates.
The scenery at the Point 18 not altogether at-
tractive, except to the student of nature not

carried away by enthusiasm; but I think
no one can make the journey firom
Napeacue to the Light without finding

a grent deal to interest him. The hills
on the Point arc not the Alps, with their upper
world of lilac-white meltinge into the clouds in
the distance, with softencd sbadows of viscid
ice aud rifts of gray gneiss, aud with death
crouching in the treacherous snow-drift beneath

and the avalancle poised threateningly
above. They are ordinary hills that
overlook the commonplace ocean, whose
roar i8 constant, and whouse Dbreath

18 ever laden with the cooling odors of health.
Here you run no risk that a talse step may
mike you a waif for the liimmergeiers, or a bad-
ly ealculated leap land you away down among
the buried villages ot the last century. There
18 nothing bere to excite the enthusiasm or stim-
ulate the ambition of the mountain tourist with
alpenstock and Laversack ; but to him who
loves the music of the billows, and who glories
i1 the ever-changsing light of ocean wave and
overbanging cloud, Montauk DPoint offers a
weaith of delight. The endiess and measure-
less world of the deep is belore bimn, the glori-
ous Summer sky above him. with its hypermy-
riorama of weird tigures and wondrous fairy.
scenes, and to bis eurs are borne from dawn to
dark aud from dark to dawn again, the wild.

wild sungs of the mystic sea-world—songs that -

have Leen sung since the begiuning of time—
that shall be sung uninterpreted till time shall
be no more.

I comne down from the clouds to commune
with cthe spirits of earih for a while, and tirst
1 taik with the Kins of the Montauks. He is a
real Yankee, in that be speaks through his nose
and angwers no quesiion withiour due delibera-
tion. 1llis manne¢r 1s Yapnkee, his accent is
Yankee, and were David to be placed where
Yankee push and enterprise could avail b,
be would make his mark in the worid. The
land ot Montauk, he tells e, 18 held by the in-
habitauts of East llampton as a grazing place
for their eattle. The beasts are driven down
aud kept here until kalling timee, when they are
Laken back as fat as butter. The land is held
in thirty-eight siares, and various efforts bave
been made by New-York capitalists to get pos-
seasion of it, but taus tar 1 belicve 1o vain,

One of the great friends of the Moniauks in
the old time was Rev. Mr. James, who not only
tried to civilize and educate the Indiaus, but
actually trauslated the catechism into their
lapguage and worked hard to have it printed.
This, 1 believe, was never done, althoush in his
efforts he was instrumental in having onc of the
first printing presses brought {romn England to
the New-Yorlk colony.

Another of their white iriends was Capt.

John Davton. a lineal descendant of RRalph, the

tirst LEast Hampton settler of that name. Ho
was one of nature’s noblemen, reclkless, daring,
sanguine, earnest, and honest. When the
British beset East Hawmpton, his house was
often attacked. On one occasion. when all
alone, he sc¢ized his gun, sallied out into the
night, called upon a Rrecore of imaginary
troopers, and put his cnemies to flight. On
the following day Le drove a DBritish officer
from his place with a pitchfork. During
the Revoluhion a part of the British ficet
auchored off Montauk, and it was supposed
that the intention was to land and steal the
cattle that were then, as now, pastured and
faitened there. The Captain, thinking that he
could prevent the landing. offered to lead forty
ot his neighbLors, and the volunteers marched
offt to Montauk. He selected a Lkill, marched
over it at the head of Lis company. and
descended inte .a bollow, where, out of
sight of the fleet, he caused every man
io chauge his coat. and then marched them back
to the starting plave and over the hiil again ;
and thus the company continued thewr muarch
over and around the hill. Th3a mancuvre w:s
successful, and the British, thinkiug that there
was an army on shore ready to meet them, did
not land, amd the flockr were saved. Capt.
Dayton died in 1825 at the age of ninety-eight
years.

_ . ;
Another stanch friend of the Indians was

Deacon Joseph Oshorn, 3d, a man of most un-
Hiinebhing {:erciple. In the Revolution he was
a firm Whig. 1t was related of him that one
Sunday morning while on his way to church he
was accosted by a DBritish officer, who ordered
nim forthwith to appear at a designated place
with bis team and do service for the British
Armmy. “ By what authority ¥” said the Deacomn.
¢ By authority of the Kine.” replied the officer,
with an oath. * What King do you serve ?”
asked Deacon Oshorn. *King George 111.,”
was the reply. “1 serve under a greater King.”
answered the old man. “ My King is King
Jesus. lie commands me to go to church, an:i I
shall go.” So giving rein to his teaw, away
went the old pairiot to meeting.

Among the traditions concerning the East
Hampton men who weremost prominent in their
efforts to improve the condition of the Indians
are several touching Samuel Mulford,who died in

'1725. He was the leader of the opposition against

Gov. Hunter, and went to Eagland for the
purpose of effecting his removal from office.
While at the Court of St. James, Mulford was
much annoyed by pickpockets. He became
wearied wirth their tricks, and after baving lost
a number of pocket-handkerchicfs and other
small articles, hs went to a tailor and had a
handiul of fishhooks s2wed in the inside of his
vockets. It wans not long before a chevalier d'in-
dustrie put his hand 1nto Muliford’s pocket. The
thief could not extricate himself, and the quaint
old Long Islander took the fellow to prison
followed by an admiring crowd. In 1716 Mal.
ford delivered a scathing speech against
Gov. Hunter, whichb the Assembly ordered
to be put into the hunda of the Speaker.
Malford published the speoch and circulated

it. It was in denunciation of the corruption of
the Admnistrauon, and was terribly bitter.

The Govervor bezan an ovpressive and har-
assing lawsuit against Mulford in the Supreme
Courr, whose Judges he himself bad appointed.
The House, in svmpathy with the outspoken
patriot whose little fortune had been amassed -
by daily toil, waited upon the Governor,
and presented to him a resolution they
had passed soliciting Mulford’s discharge from
the suit. The swmt was suspended. ‘The ocea-
sion for his visit to London was vo procure a
bounty for the encouragement of whaling.
Being fearful that if bis design should become
known he would be arrested by the Governor,
he sailed to Newvort, walkked to Boston, and
thence embarked for the Court of St. James,
where he met with the most gratifying success.
On his return the whalemen of Sufiotk Courty,
says Lyon Gardiner, 1n his manuscripts, gave
him 2 1ost enthusiastio reception “‘on account
of his bhaving succeeded@ i1n baving the Kiug’s
share given up.” -

The Montauis wers once tributary or allied
to the Pequots. When the whites settled on
Long Island a war was raging between the
Peqﬂtots and the Narcagansetts. The Mon-
tauks were with the Pequots. and the Dlock
Istund Indians with the Narragansetcs. In this
war the Montauks received their dearh-blow.
Here is the s&tory as I find 1t in the manuseript
meworanda ot John Lyon Gardiner, of Gurdi-
ner’s lsland:

** Both parties set out in their war canres on the
same evenirg. It was in the Svwmer season,
aod at tbe 1ull of the moon. They met half
way. but the Block Island Indians being 8o
situated in tie glades of the moon could not bo
scen, while at the sawme tiwe, lvoking westward,
they saw at a aistance thair cenem:tes silently ap-
proaching in Indian tile. Toe word was given and
they hurried back ro Block Island, laid in ambush
for their enemies, and secreted their wives and
children. The Mon:aukers, uns:uspicious, = ar-
rived at their landing place, hauled up their
canoes, and they were sileutiy, and, as they thorgur,
sutre of suecess, aph;roachwg the wigwais of tueir
euemies while, as they suppused, asleep. Thev tell
iuto the ambush that was laid, and while one party
was killing them another was destroying their
canoes and slayving such as attempted to return,
They were all eiilier taken or kilied, except a few
wio escaped in one canoe. These brought tae mel-
anchulynews 1o their fiends. The Montaukers then
muved on tv the parsvuaze Jands auv East Hampton
and coutinued there a long time. L'heilr Sachem
was taken alive aund carried to Narragansett. A
larve flat 10ock was heated by buitding fires
upon it. He was then o.dered on iv' with
his bure feat. He sang ns death sone. walking suv.
eral times composcdly across 1t, til his feet were
burpned to a coal. Ho folf, aud they finisbed the
scene a3 usual iu such cases. This was tha lasg
of’ their wars.”

The tribe continued to decrease. Severelaws
were eunacted to prevent intemperance among
them, vet other causes operated to reduce their
number, and now tbhere 18 but a handful left.
The small-pox must have had something to do
with therr decimation, ar would appear by the
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following, which I take from the town records
of East Hampton ®

- #March 20d, 1663.~It ig Ordered that noe Iundian
shall come to Town into the Street, after sufficient
notice, on penalty of paying 5s. or be whipped;
uatil they be free ot the small pox.”

As I ' have said, there are but five or six fam-
ilies' left, the broken, dispirited, unamhitious
remnants of a once numecrous and powerivl
race. For many years their residence has been
confined solely to what is kmown as the *‘ In-
dian Field,” the tract of land lying be¥ween
Great Pond and Oyster Pond. Their interest
in the ancient inhenitance is & mere personal
right, not transferable. The nobde blood that
once flowed through the veins of the race. has
been long adulterated, and among the desstend-
ants of Wyandauch, the great Sachem. 18 not
to be found a single Indian of pure descent.



